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Grave labor: Greg Finck is the groundskeeper and only full-time employee at Camas Cemetery, which started in 1885 and is 
operated by a nonprofit association. The association is struggling to make ends meet, and its volunteer members want to 
give the cemetery to the city of Camas. . . : } 


PLOTTING A NEW COURSE. 


Camas Cemetery hopes to keep from succumbing to financial burdens 


By ANNE HART “Sometimes I greet grieving Not a sales plot ISSUE ATA 
Diumbien skif sriter families while I am buried in con- GLANCE 
AAMAS — There's only crete,” said Finck of Felida. “It's The Camas Cemetery is a dying 
one place to be buried in not very businesslike to be all breed in a world of municipal, mw WHAT: Camas 
Camas and only one man —_ grubby and meet these families. church or corporate-owned ceme- Cemetery, built in 1885, 
to do the job. But I have to. There is no way teries. The cemetery is owned by is in danger of 
Greg Finck isatevery around it.” the families of those buried there. deterioration. 
op graveside service at Camas But the antiquated, private Its only income - money from ser- ¢ 
¥ Cemetery, the only cemetery in cemetery on Oak Street is at risk. _ vices, plot sales and the rare dona- me WHERE: 630 N.E. 
the city of about 10,870 residents. Camas Cemetery, started in 1885, _ tion ~is inconsistent and barely Oak St, Camas 
bad He sells plots, digs graves and is running out of money. enough to fund its annual budget WHY: The private, 
___ shovels dirt onto caskets. He ‘The nonprofit association that of $72,000. Two months this sum- nonprofit Camas 
s mows, works a Weed Eater around oversees the cemetery can no mer passed with no burials. But in cemetery association 
\ the headstones and waters witha _ longer afford to run it. Associa- a typical week, the cemetery han- can't afford to continue 
tion members, all volunteers, dles about two burials. to run the roughly 30- 
want to give the cemetery to the Camas Cemetery’s rates are acre cemetery, which 
city of Camas. They said the competitive with Vancouver's large has about 10,000 
cemetery’s name already sug- cemeteries: roughly $1,400 for a graves. Association 
gests that the city owns it plot, liner and graveside service, members want to give 
City officials formed acommit- _ not including the headstone and the cemetery to the city. 
tee last month to look into the funeral home costs, Finck said. , 
costs and benefits of owning the Similar items cost about the INFORMATION: Cal 
cemetery. The committee plans to —_ same at privately owned Ever- the cemetery at 834- 
meet with association members 4220. 
Tuesday and may have a decision. CEMETERY/ please see BS 


sured in only days. “Some ii cemeteries y 
‘A favorite cemetery landmark othe re ager are drawing people away 
a is a red-brick building in the (from = ohare We are a service 
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etly in, ly built in 1894 as a mausoleum i sales people out 
“e Pa BI = the wife of Donald Stearns, there sel ing cemetery plots. 
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ia mill founder Henry Pittock. Artene Matson, association president 
green Memorial Gardens Ceme- Stearns had the crypt built with 
tery on Northeast 112th Avenue _a glass cover to enable him to 
in Vancouver. The incorporated view his wife. The body was facility. The peaceful spot attracts equipment. 
cemetery has about 20,000 peo- moved to another cemetery and _ business people on their lunch If the city takes over the ceme- 
ple buried there and 40 more the building was turned into rest _ hour, daily grave visitors and tery, some of the association mem- 
‘acres for growth. Most plots sell rooms, then a storage shed. many deer with an appetite for may serve on a cemetery ad- 
for $715 at the City of Vancouver's Finck sees mostly sad scenes roses and carnations. visory board. Without the city’s 
» Park Hill Cemetery on on the job mixed with a few funny To keep to the cemetery’s park- _ help, association members fear the 
¢ Mill Plain Boulevard, not in- ones, such as beer, cigarettes and _ like atmosphere, association will become 
cluding grave-ligging costs, Burgerville shakes left on graves members said Camas Cemetery, “We can see the road we're 
vaults or liners. pies of flowers. Or elderly visi. only 40 percent full needs steady ing down,” said association vice. 
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Arlene Matson, president of the Because baby burials are some 
association and a Camas native. of the most painful, the cemetery 


“They are mostly run as a busi- 
ness. We are a service organiza- 


doesn't charge for baby cemetery 
plots. The feature is one of 


tion. We don't have professional thal separates the Camas Ceme- 

sales people out there selling tery from larger cemeteries. Oth- 

cemetery plots.” er differences are that people can 
have informal graveside gather- 

Personal atmosphere ings or leave special items on 
graves, except for glass objects, 

_ Ask Finck where to find the Stuffed bears, tiny toys and paci- 
bunny-statue headstone among fiers often remain for months. 


roughly 10,000 graves and he can 
tell you without consulting a 
cemetery map. It's near the stand 
he built for the St. Francis of As- 
sisi headstone. 

Finck quickly can find the 
grave he dug for the teen-age girl 
whose epitaph reads “I'd rather 
be shopping at Nordstrom” or 
point visitors to the oldest graves, 
which date back to around 1851 


before the cemetery was officially 
established. He knows the stories 
of those buried during his four- coe 
year watch, Some came to Camas p 
_ in covered wagons. Others’ lives 
syere so short they can be mea 


Help needed 


Finck is the cemetery’s only. 
full-time employee. He is | 
the sexton, or in more modi 


